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LITHUANIAN  MILITARY  TABLE  MEDALS 


By  Henry  L.  Gaidis 

RIGHT:  United  States  Marine  Corps  U.S. 

Kmbassy  in  Vilnius  commemorative  medal.  The  obverse 
features  a colorized  (Lithuanian  flag)  map  of  Lithuania 
with  the  Vytis  in  the  center.  The  legend  reads,  “MARINE 
SECURITY  GUARD  DETACHMENT,  VILNIUS 
LITHUANIA.” 

The  Reverse  features  the  U.S.  flag  and  the 
Marine  flags  crossed  in  the  center,  with  the  Marine 
emblem  in  front.  The  legend  reads,  “U.S.  MARINES 
OVER  TWO  CENTURIES  OF  DEDICATED 
WORLDWIDE  SERVICE.” 

Over  the  past  few  years,  a number  of  Lithuanian  military  commemorative  or  table  medals  have  been 
manufactured,  disseminated,  and  are  now  finding  their  way  into  the  collector's  market.  Though  most  of  our  members 
are  familiar  with  the  numismatic  terminology  involved,  I will  deviated  for  a few  sentences  to  provide  a little  information 
for  those  not  familiar  with  this  collection  field.  Traditionally,  a military  medal  is  a round  metal  disk-shaped  award 
suspended  from  a ribbon  and  often  hanging  from  a top  bar.  The  metal  disk  is  commonly  referred  to  as  the  badge.  Most 
military  medals  are  worn  over  the  left  tunic  breast  pocket  for  formal  occasions  and  as  a ribbon  bar  for  normal  duty. 
Table  medals  are  generally  circular  in  design  and  have  no  ribbon  attachment.  They  are  produced  for  artistic  or  souvenir 
purposes  usually  to  commemorate  some  historic  event,  notable  person,  or  institution.  This  centuries  old  practice  has 
recently  regained  its  popularity  and  is  currently  widely  being  used  by  both  U.S.  government  agencies  and  military  units. 
In  the  past,  the  LNA  has  provided  coverage  of  similar  table  medals  produced  by  Petras  Rimsa,  the  noted  Lithuanian 
engraver,  sculptor  and  designer.  It  is  now  common  practice  for  such  commemorative  medals  to  be  presented  to 
employee  or  soldiers  leaving  an  organization  or  military  unit  or  as  a souvenir  to  visitors.  Though  not  widely  collected  as 
coins  and  currency,  the  table  commemorative  medal  has  found  its  place  among  numismatist  in  the  same  manner  as 
tokens. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  article,  the  author  has  selected  the  Lithuanian  government  produced  Krasto  Apsaugos 
Ministerija  and  Generolo  Jono  Zemaicio  - Lietuvos  Karo  Akademija  medals  and  the  souvenir  American  Marine  Corps 
Security  Guard  - Vilnius  Embassy,  the  Lithuanian  Special  Forces,  and  the  Operation  Iraqi  Freedom  medals  for  review. 
Should  our  readers  find  such  medals  of  interest,  similar  articles  can  be  published  concerning  other  table  medals  dealing 
with  various  aspects  of  Lithuanian  history,  prominent  figures,  organizations  and  institutions,  etc.  The  purpose  this 
article  is  to  inform  are  members  about  the  existence  of  such  table  medals  have  been  widely  embraced  by  the  current 
generation  of  Lithuanian  artists  and  are  surely  to  become  widely  collectible  in  the  near  future  due  to  their  relative  low 
cost  and  over-all  viewing  appeal. 

LITHUANIAN  GOVERNMENT  STRUCK  MEDALS 

The  Lithuanian  Defense  Ministry  Medal  (Krasto  Apsaugos  Ministerijos  Medalis)  was  designed  by  Antanas 
Zukauskas  and  Stasys  Makaraitis  and  struck  by  the  Lithuanian  Mint  (Lietuvos  Monetij  Kalykia)  in  1998.  The  medal  is 
approximately  two  inch  (51  mm)  in  size  and  made  in  silver  like  metal.  The  obverse  of  the  medal  features  a standing  Iron 
Wolf  figure  with  his  left  paw  on  a Vytis  shield  and  holding  a sword  over  his  right  shoulder  wiotyh  his  right  hand.  Along 
the  edge  of  the  medal  is  the  logo  Krasto  Apsaugos  Ministerija  - Lietuva  (National  Defense  Ministry  - Lithuanian).  The 
Iron  Wolf  design  is  the  official  insignia  of  the  Lithuanian  Defense  Ministry  and  the  same  insignia  is  worn  as  a shoulder 
patch  on  the  uniforms  of  all  military  personnel  assigned  to  staff  positions  in  the  ministry.  The  reverse  of  the  medal 
features  an  outline  map  of  Lithuania  with  lines  radiating  from  a small  circle  situated  where  Vilnius,  the  Capital  of  the 
country,  and  the  ministry  are  located.  These  lines  are  symbolic  of  the  centralized  control  command  position  of  the 
KAM,  a branch  of  the  Lithuanian  government.  The  medal  is  presented  in  a black  plastic  flip  top  case  with  a recessed 
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black  velvet  lower  section  to  hold  the  coin  and  white  silk  top  lining.  Printed  in  silver  ink  at  the  top  of  the  silk  lining  k 
trade  mark  and  logo  Lietuvos  Monety  Kalykia.  Lithuanian  coin  collectors  will  quickly  recognize  name  as  the  Lithuanian 
national  mint  where  all  of  the  natiori  s current  coins  are  produced.  The  displayed  medal  was  presented  to  the  author  fnr 
inclusion  in  his  Lithuanian  military  display  by  Lt.  Colonel  Vlademaras  Sarapinas  the  then  Lithuanian  Defense  Militarv 
Air  and  Naval  AUache  to  the  Lithuanian  Embassy  in  Washington,  D.C.  ' 

The  General  Jonas  lemaitis  Lithuaniain  Military  Academy  Medal  (Generolo  Jono  ^emaicio  - Lietuvos  Karo 
Akademijos  Medalis)  medal  is  believed  to  have  been  manufactured  for  the  Lithuanian  Defense  Ministry  by  the  national 
mint  for  use  as  gifts  to  distinguished  visitors  to  the  academy.  The  medal  is  approximately  two  inches  (51  mm)  diameter 
and  struck  in  an  antique-like  brass  finish.  The  obverse  of  the  medal  features  a bust  of  the  Lithuanian  Partisan  leader 
General  Jonas  2emaitis  in  full  uniform.  Over  his  head  is  a logo  bearing  his  rank  and  name  and  his  birth  and  death  dates 
1908-1954.  The  reverse  of  the  medal  features  the  academy's  insignia,  open  book  with  the  Pillars  of  Gediminas  over  a 
blade-up  sword  surrounded  by  an  oak  leave  wreath.  Surround  this  insignia  is  "Generolo  Jono  ^emiacio  - Lietuvos  Karo 
Akademija".  This  same  insignia  is  worn  as  a cloth  shoulder  patch  on  the  cadet  uniform  and  was  used  for  several  years  as 
their  graduation  badge.  The  medal  was  awarded  in  a simulated  green  leather  flip  top  box  bearing  in  old  colored  ink  the 
insignia  of  the  Lithuanian  Military  Academy.  Nothing  is  currently  known  concerning  the  designer  or  the  number  of 
medals  produced,  though  production  is  believed  to  be  have  been  very  limited.  The  medal  was  obtained  by  the  author 
from  a Lithuanian  military  reserve  officer  during  a recent  trip  to  Vilnius. 


SOUVENIR  MEDALS 

Three  smaller  size  table  medals  related  to  Lithuanian  military  service  in  conjunction  with  Allied  operations  in 
Afghanistan  and  Iraq  have  been  struck  and  are  becoming  common  place  on  the  American  collector's  market.  These 
table  medals  are  frequently  offered  for  sale  by  the  E-Bay  computer  auction  and  sell  for  $10  to  $20.  No  specific  name 
has  been  given  to  the  medals  and  the  author  has  taken  to  liberty  to  provide  a name  based  on  it's  design,  logo,  or  motto. 
Since  there  is  no  material  published  on  these  medals,  the  intended  obverse  and  reverse  can  not  be  erasily  ascertained. 
Again,  the  author  has  take  the  liberty  to  make  obverse  and  reverse  designations  based  on  the  designs  of  each  side  of  the 
medal. 

The  Lithuanian  Special  Forces  table  medal  may  have  been  struck  in  Lithuania,  though  no  information  is 
available  concerning  its  designer  or  maufacturer.  This  1 3/4  inch  medal  is  struck  in  a bright  and  dull  finish  with  a 
number  of  colored  enamel  insignia.  It  has  an  exceptionally  pleasing  appearance.  Since  the  motto  of  the  Vytautas-the- 
Great  Jaeger  Battalion  (Vytauto  Didziojo  Jegeriq  Batalionas)  "Tau  Tevyne  musq  jegos  ir  gyvybe"  ("Our  strength  and  our 
lives  for  you  our  Homeland")  is  on  the  medal,  it  is  the  author's  opinion  this  medal  was  struck  in  their  honor. 

The  nucleus  of  the  Vytautas-the-Great  Jaeger  Battalion  can  be  traced  to  the  Kaunas  Training  Company  formed  in 
February  of  1991,  while  Soviet  forces  were  still  in  Lithuania.  Shortly  thereafter  the  unit  was  expanded  to  battalion  size 
and  in  December  of  1991,  was  designated  the  Kaunas  Rapid  Reaction  Battalion,  and,  in  October  of  1993,  as  the 
Vytautas-the-Great  3rd  Infantry  Regiment.'  As  part  of  the  Lithuanian  Army  reorganization  of  March,  1995,  all  active  duty 
combat  units  became  part  of  the  Iron  Wolf  Motorized  Infantry  Brigade  and  the  Kaunas  unit  designated  as  a special  Jaeger 
or  light  infantry  battalion  and  given  a Special  Forces  like  mission.  The  unit  then  received  its  present  designation  as  the 
Vytautas-the-Great  Jaeger  Motorized  Airborne  Battalion  (Vytauto  Didziojo  Jegeriq  Batalionas).  The  Jaeger's  unit  insignia 
consists  of  a red  shield  with  a sword/dagger  , spear  head  and  large  letter  "V"  at  the  top  left  (heraldic  right)  corner  - a 
design  found  on  early  coins  attributed  by  some  to  Vytautas-the-Great.  This  design  is  draped  with  blue  cloth  mantel  and 
a red  crown  is  at  the  top.  This  Jaeger  coat-of-arms  is  on  a green  shield-shaped  patch  and  is  worn  as  a shoulder  patch  by 
all  of  the  unit's  members.  On  the  opposite  uniform  sleeve  is  worn  the  traditional  Lithuanian  tri-color  flag  and  a flash 
bearing  the  name  "Lietuva"  or  "Lithuania"  - "Lietuva"  is  worn  in-country  and  is  frequently  replaced  with  its  English 
version,  "Lithuania",  when  serving  in  overseas  assignments.  Jaeger  unit's  members  were  initially  trained  by  the  10th 
Group  of  the  U.S.  Special  Forces  and  since  that  time  served  along  side  American  Special  Forces  units  in  parts  of  the 
former  Yugoslavia,  Afghanistan,  and  Iraq. 

The  first  Lithuanian  Special  Forces  soldiers  who  took  part  in  the  American  led  Operation  Enduring  Freedom 
Operation  in  Afghanistan,  in  December  of  2002,  came  from  the  ranks  of  an  American  Delta-like  unit,  which  was 
designated  as  the  Lithuanian  Special  Purpose  Force  (Ypatingos  Paskirties  Tarnyba).  This  unit's  adopted  nick  name  is 
"^aliukas",  which  translated  into  English  as  the  "Little  Green  One".  Since  in  Lithuanian,  the  diminutive  is  used  as  a term 
of  endearment,  the  translation  should  be  "Dear  Green  Ones",  a name  Lithuanians  gave  their  beloved  post  WWII  anti- 
Soviet  partisans.  The  insignia  adopted  by  the  unit  is  a golden  flaming  bomb  over  crossed  swords  with  a lower  banner 
bearing  the  "YPT"  initials  on  a green  shield.  Since  then,  the  initial  YPT  soldiers  had  been  replaced  by  Lithuanian 
Special  Forces  soldiers  from  the  Vytautas-the-Great  Jaeger  Motorized  Airborne  and  Iron  Wolf  Motorized  Infantry  Brigade 
and  their  service  was  expanded  into  Iraq.  All  Lithuanian  Special  Forces  units  servicing  on  such  missions  have  now  been 
consolidated  under  the  designation  of  "Aitvaras".  Aitvaras  is  a mystical  spirit  from  ancient  Lithuanian  folklore  sometimes 
viewed  as  a guardian  angel,  sometimes  as  a mischief  maker.  It  is  said  that  the  Aitvaras  can  change  its  appearance 
according  to  its  environment  and  sometimes  appears  as  a normal  animals  such  as  a black  cat  and  often  take  the  shape  ot 
a fiery  serpent  or  flying  dragon.  With  such  qualities  the  Aitvaras  is  a very  appropriate  designation  for  such  stealth-like 
Sp*'f  iai  Forces  units.  The  insignia  of  Aitvaras  is  a gold  and  red  flaming  upright  sword  on  a green  shield. 
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The  obverse  of  the  Lithuanian  Special  Forces  table  medal  features  three  raised  colored  enameled  shoulder 
patches  of  Aitvaras  and  its  two  major  components,  the  YPT  and  jegeris  units.  A green  banner  with  "Aitvaras"  appears  at 
the  top  of  the  medal,  with  the  flaming  sword  insignia  of  Aitvaras  just  below.  To  the  left  (heraldic  right)  is  the  flaming 
bomb  insignia  of  the  YPT  topped  by  its  "Zaliukas"  flash  and,  to  the  right  (heraldic  left),  the  Vytautas  the  Great  insignia 
and  flash  of  the  Jegeris  Battalion.  At  the  lower  center  is  the  "Lietuva"  flash  over  the  tri-color  Lithuanian  flag  which  rests 
on  Lithuanian  Airborne  wings.  At  the  edge  of  the  medal  are  two  concentric  rope-like  circles.  On  the  reverse  stands  the 
Iron  Wolf  with  sword  and  Vytis  shield  insignia  of  the  Lithuanian  Army.  On  a banner  appearing  above  the  Iron  Wolf 
appears  the  motto  of  the  Vytautas-the-Creat  jaeger  Battalion  ""Tau  Tevyne  musp  jegos  ir  gyvybe".  Again,  this  table 
medal,  from  the  author's  point  of  view,  is  truly  beautiful. 

The  Operation  Iraqi  Freedom  Table  Medal  has  obviously  been  struck  to  commemorate  the  American  and  allied 
multi-national  units  serving  in  Iraq.  Nothing,  is  presently  known  concerning  the  designer,  manufacturer,  or  number  of 
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medals  struck.  This  medal  has  a gold-like  finish  and  features  a map  of  Iraq  and  the  enamel  colored  flags  of  the  various 
nations  taking  part  in  the  mission.  The  obverse  has  a white  enamel  map  of  Iraq  surrounded  by  "Operation  Iraqi 
Freedom"  Along  the  edge  of  both  sides  of  the  medal  are  enameled  colored  flags  of  the  various  countries  taking  part  in 
Operation  Iraqi  Freedom.  Above  each  flag  is  the  name  of  its  country  in  extremely  small  letters.  The  Lithuanian  National 
Flag  appears  on  the  reverse  left  side  of  the  medal  in  approximately  the  8 o'clock  position.  In  the  center  of  the  reverse  is 
the  insignia  of  the  U.SD.  Army.  This  medal  is  believed  to  have  been  intended  to  commemorate  and  serve  as  souvenirs 
for  military  service  in  Operation  Iraqi  Freedom. 

The  Vilnius  - U.S.  Marine  Corps  Security  Guard  Detachment  Table  Medal  appears  to  have  been  struck  by  the 
same  manufacturer  as  the  Operation  Iraqi  Freedom  medal.  This  same  size  medal  commemorates  the  200  years  that  the 
U.S.  Marine  Corps  has  provided  security  at  American  Embassies  around  the  world.  On  the  obverse  is  a raised  enamel 
map  of  Lithuanian  in  tri-colors  with  a white  enamel  Vytis  in  the  center.  Around  the  edge  of  the  medal  in  sunken  black 
enamel  is  "Marine  Security  Guard  Detachment,  Vilnius,  Lithuania".  On  the  reverse  are  crossed  enameled  American  and 
Marine  Corps  flags  and  the  Globe  and  Eagle  of  the  U.S.  Marine  Corps.  Along  the  edge  of  the  medal  is  "US  Marines  over 
two  centuries  of  dedicated  worldwide  service".  The  designer,  maker,  and  number  of  medals  struck  are  unknown.  The 
author  has  seen  a similar  medal  struck  in  honor  of  the  Marine  Corps  Security  Guard  Detachment  in  Warsaw,  Poland. 


www.findagrave.com:  and  Find  a 

By  Frank  Passic 
Editor,  THE  KNIGHT 

Numismatics  is  a hobby  which  is  closely  tied  to  history  and 
genealogy.  There  is  a special  website  on  the  internet  which  focuses  upon 
the  burial  places  of  people.  This  provides  a great  opportunity  to  educate 
people  about  our  hobby:  www.findagrave.com.  This  website  is  the  5th 
largest  looked-at  genealogy  site  in  America  and  is  becoming  increasingly 
popular.  What  is  great  about  it  is:  IT’S  FREE!  You  can  post  the  burial 
sites  of  your  loved  ones,  neighbors,  friends,  or  just  tombstone 
transcriptions  in  your  local  cemetery.  You  can  add  biographies,  and  even 
photographs  of  the  person.  You  can  leave  “virtual  flowers”  or  other 
symbols,  leave  public  messages— all  on  their  burial  site  listing. 

I’ve  recently  posted  a couple  of  prominent  Lithuanians  close  to 
our  collecting  hobby  as  examples  which  I’d  like  to  share  with  our  readers 
this  month  as  an  encouragement  to  .start  you  posting  burials  on  this 
website. 


Numismatist! 
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Find  the  graves  of  ancestors,  ert 
virtual  memorials,  add  'virtual 
flowers'  and  a note  to  a loved  or 
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On  the  right  side  of  your  screen, 
click  on  “Search  6 million  grave 
records"  to  l(K)k  up  a name  that 
has  already  heen  posted  on 
Findagrave. 


We  have  illustrated  here  the  steps  you  need 
to  follow  on  the  www.findagrave.com  website  to 
access  the  burial  listings  of  two  names  well 
familiar  to  Lithuanian  collectors:  Antanas  Smetona, 
and  Dr.  Aleksandras  Rackus.  Their  full  burial 
listing  as  found  on  Findagrave  are  copied  on  pages 
6 and  7 respectively  here  in  The  Knight  as 
examples  of  what  can  be  done. 

These  particular  entries  were  placed  on 
Findagrave  by  yours  truly.  For  President  Smetona, 
it  was  important  for  me  to  illustrate  the  1938  10 
litu  coin  bearing  his  image,  the  1930  portrait  of 
him  wearing  the  Order  of  Vyautas  the  Great  with 
chain,  and  of  course  the  rare  1938  10  litu  banknote 
bearing  the  image  of  Smetona  on  the  left. 
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On  the  biography  of  Rackus, 
1 made  sure  to  mention  he  was  a 
member  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  and  that 
his  collection  went  to  the  Balzekas 
Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture. 

Whatever  the  case,  I would 
like  to  ask  our  LNA  members  to 
submit  your  own  “virtual  flowers” 
or  other  emblems  along  with  notes 
to  the  Smetona  and  Rackus  burial 
sites.  Give  it  a try!  I will  be  looking 
for  your  entries! 

In  order  to  submit  flowers, 
notes,  and  submit  your  own  burial 
listings  of  your  choice,  you  will 
have  to  register  on  the  site,  which 
again  is  FREE  and  easy  to  do.  Once 
you  “get  the  hang  of  it”  you  will  be 
submitting  the  burial  listings  of  your 
family  ancestors,  and  others,  adding 
photographs  and  biographies.  There 
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Grave  Search  Results 

Records  1 to  1 (of  1 total  matches) 

Cetnetery 

Help  support  Find  A Grave!  Try  Family  Tree  Legendsi  ♦— 

(^etona,  Antanas)«^  All  Souls  Cemetery 

b.  Aug.  10,  1874  d.  Jan.  9,  1944  Kirtland  Hills 

Geauga  County 
Ohio,  USA 

Click  on  his  name  to  access  his  burial  listing.  Notice  the  icons  shown  here:  A Star 
means  he  is  a famous  person.  A Flower  means  someone  has  left  “virtual  flowers” 
or  a message  to  read.  A Picture  Frame  means  there  is  a photograph  of  the 
person.  A Tombstone  (R.I.P.)  means  there  is  a photograph  of  that  person’s 
tombstone  on  the  listing. 

Grave  Search  Results 

Records  1 to  1 (of  1 total  matches) 


Name 

Help  support  Find  A Gravel  Try  Farnjjy  Tree  Legends 
RackuSy  Dr  Aleksa ndras  M. 

b.  Apr.  7,  1893  d.  Oct.  9,  1965 


Cemetery 


Saint  Casimir  Lithuanian 
CHTca^ 


Cook  County 
Illinois,  USA 

If  you  click  on  the  name  of  the  cemetery,  you  will  get  the  cemetery  home  page 
where  you  can  view  by  alphabetical  order,  every  person  interred  in  that 
particular  cemetery  whose  burials  have  been  posted  on  Findagrave. 


is  a “quick  method”  to  add  lists  of  names,  and  there  is  the  “Family  and 
Friends”  method  where  you  can  put  in  a lengthy  bio  and  standardized  form 

information.  Later,  you  can  click  on  the  “Discussion  Forums”  option  on  the  main 
page  and  read/participate  in  correspondence  from  members  who  are  more  than  eager 
to  help  you  if  you  are  having  problems  understanding  how  to  do  something  or  need 
information  about  a particular  topic.  You’ll  have  to  register  separately  on  that  side  of 
the  website;  again,  it  is  FREE!  Most  people  use  a public  webname  for  posting  here. 

In  any  event,  I hope  our  LNA  members  will  start  utilizing  this  site,  and 
please  “spread  the  word”  to  the  Lithuanian  community  about  this  new  avenue  to 
promote  our  history  and  heritage. 


God  bless  you  and  rest 
- Karen  Irene 

Added;  11/11/2004 


- Belle 

Added:  11/11/2004 


At  Right:  Examples  of  flowers  left  on  Smetona’s  listing. 
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Birth:  Aug.  10,  1874 

Ukmerges  Rajonas, 
Lithuania 

Death:  Jan.  9,  1944 

Cleveland 
Cuyahoga  County 
Ohio,  USA 


Find  A Grave  Store 
Support  Find  A Grave 
Find  all  Smetonas  in: 

• All  Souls  Cemetery 

• Kirtland  Hills 

• Geauoa  County 

• Ohio 

• Find  A Grave 

Logged  in  as: 

Frank  Passic.  Albion 
Historian 

Contributor  Tools 

Log  Out 
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Find  lost 

family, 
friends,  and 
loved  ones. 


Enter  a name  for 
immediate  results: 

First  Name 


Twice  President  of  Lithuania  1919- 
20,  and  1926-40.  A writer  and 
journalist  by  profession,  Smetona 
was  active  in  the  Lithuanian 
National  Movement.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Lithuanian  National 
Council  and  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  Lithuanian  Declaration  of 
Independence  in  1918.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Nationalist  Party 
and  his  authoratitive  regime  was  in 
power  until  the  1940  Soviet 
invasion.  Smetona  was  able  to 
successfully  flee  Lithuania  when  the 
USSR  invaded  the  country  on  June 
15,  1940,  being  the  only  President 
to  do  so  from  among  the  Baltic 
Republics.  He  was  allowed  to  settle 
in  the  U.S.  as  a private  citizen,  and 
delivered  speeches  on  national 
radio  and  to  communities  to 
promote  Lithuanian  independence. 
His  image  was  circulated  on  the 
1938  10  Litu  silver  coin,  and  is 
found  on  the  1938  10  Litu  banknote 
of  Lithuania,  as  well  as  on  stamps, 
(bio  by:  Frank  Passic,  Albion 
Historian) 

Search  Amazon.com  for  Antanas 

Smetona 


Last  Name 


Search  | 


Burial: 

All  Souls  Cemetery 

Kirtland  Hills 
Geauga  County 
Ohio,  USA 

Plot:  His  remains  were  transferred 
here  in  1975,  after  having  originally 
been  interred  in  Cleveland's 
Knollwood  Cemetery  mausoleum. 


How  famous  was  this  person? 

c r r c r 
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Current  ranking  for  this  person:  Not  enough  votes  to  post  (4 


Added  by:  Frank  Passic,  Albion  Historian 


Added  by:  Frank  Passic,  Albion  Historian 


Added  by:  Frank  Passic,  Albion  Historian 

Photos  may  be  scaled. 

Click  on  image  for  full  size. 
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Find  A Grave  Store 
Support  Find  A Grave 

Find  all  Rackuses  in; 

• Saint  Casimir 
Lithuanian 

Cemetery 

• Chicago 

• Cook  County 

• Illinois 

• Find  A Grave 


Logged  in  as: 

Frank  Passic.  Albion 

Historian 

Contributor  Tools 

Log  Out 
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Rernoye  the  ads  from  this  page! 

Dr  Aleksandras  M.  Rackus 


Birth:  Apr.  7,  1893 

Kauno  Rajonas, 

Lithuania 

Death:  Oct.  9,  1965 

Chicago 
Cook  County 
Iliinois,  USA 

Lithuanian  numismatist,  philateiist, 
ethnographer,  curator,  artist, 
cartoonist,  and  physician.  Dr. 

Rackus  was  a major  supporter  of 
Lithuanian  independence  who 
promoted  Lithuania's  cause  for 
nearly  50  years.  Coming  to  the  U.S. 
in  1910,  he  gained  his  medical 
degree  in  1922.  Dr.  Rackus 
amassed  a huge  Lithuanian 
numismatic  and  ethnographic 
collection  consisting  of  thousands  of 
items  (the  largest  in  the  world,  over 
80,000  units)  which  was  purchased 
by  the  Lithuanian  government  in 
1936.  He  served  as  curator  of  the 
Historical  section  of  the  Museum  of 
Culture  in  Kaunas  1936-38,  and 
was  the  physician  for  the  U.S. 
diplomatic  Legation  there.  Following 
WWII  he  returned  to  the  U.S. 
where  he  again  organized  a vast 
Lithuanian  cultural  collection  that 
was  taken  over  by  the  Balzekas 
Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture  upon 
his  death  in  1965.  He  was  the 
author  of  numerous  newspaper  and 
magazine  articles  which  were 
published  in  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
in  Lithuania.  He  was  editor  of  the 
philatelic  magazine  "Specialist"  and 
curator  of  the  Lituanistic  Museum  in 
Chicago.  He  also  was  a political 
cartoonist  whose  anti-Soviet 
cartoons  and  philatelic  covers  were 
well  known  in  both  the  collecting 
and  Lithuanian  communities  around 
the  world.  As  an  artist,  his 
illustrated  Christmas  cards  were 
very  popular  during  the  1950s.  He 
was  the  author  of  two  books, 
"Guthones,  Kinsmen  of  the 
Lithuanian  People  (1929),"  and 
"Cyclopedia  of  Lithuanian 
Numismatics  (1965)."  He  was 
active  in  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  and  wrote  several 
articles  in  its  publication,  "The 
Numismatist."  For  his  contributions 
to  Lithuanian  culture,  the 
Lithuanian  government  awarded 


Added  by:  Frank  Passic,  Albion  Historian 


Added  by:  Frank  Passic.  Albion  Historian 


him  the  prestigious  Order  of 
Vytautas  the  Great.  FEdit  Biol 


Burial  rEdit] : 

Saint  Casimir  Lithuanian  Ce mete r y 

Chicago 

Cook  County 

Illinois,  USA 

Record  added:  Nov  9 2004 
By:  Frank  Passic,  Albion  Historian 


' On  the  title  KNIAZ 

the  heraldic  apostolic  cross/non- 
heraldic  equestrian  figure  coins  of  King 
logalia  may  be  the  only  coins  on  which 
the  sovereign  of  Lithuania  is  titled  KNIAZ. 
Therefore,  we  should  pause  and  examine 
this  title,  especially  since  it's  prevailing 
translation  as  DUKE  is  wrong! 

In  Western  Europe  there  are  two 
distinct  types  of  nobility  titles.  One  type 
clearly  distinguishes  a sovereign  from  his 
vassals  and  ranks  the  vassals.  An  example 
in  the  English  language  is:  King,  Duke,  Earl, 
Baron.  The  other  consists  of  a title  vvhich 
can  be  appied  equally  correctly  to  a 
sovereign  or  to  a vassal.  In  English  such  a 
title  is  LORD  and  could  be  used  in 
addressing  the  King  as  well  as  any  of  his 
Dukes,  Earls  or  Barons. 

In  medieval  Eastern  Europe  the  latter 
type  of  titling  was  used  almost  exclusively 
for  example,  Lithuanian  VIESPATIS, 
Hungarian  UR,  Mongolian  KHAN,  Church 
Slavic  KNIAZ,  etc.  Further,  in  Church 
Slavic,  modifying  KNIAZ  with  VELIKII  did 
not  make  it  any  more  specific  than  using 
KNIAZ  alone.  Titles  KNIAZ  and  VELIKII 
KNIAZ  were  used  interchangebly  in 
medieval  chronicles  as  well  as  on  seals. 
Three  seals  of  Lengvenis  (a.k.a.  Simeon), 
brother  of  King  jogalia,  are  known  to  have 
survived.  On  one  he  is  titled  VELIKII 
KNIAZ,  on  the  other  two  he  is  titled 
KNIAZ.  Lengvenis  was  a loyal  liege  of 
both  King  Jogalia  and  King  Vytautas,  he 
never  pretended  to  the  throne  of  either 
Lithuania,  Galecia,  Lachia  or  Polonia. 
Clearly,  Lengvenis  was  a vassal,  but  he 
used  the  title  VELIKII  KNIAZ.  Lengvenis's 
father  Algirdas  was  a sovereign.  King  of 
Lithuania.  Algirdas  on  his  seal  is  titled 
VELIKII  KNIAZ.  The  interchangebility 
and  non-specificity  of  KNIAZ  and  VELIKII 
KNIAZ  is  found  in  various  examples  of 


AleksancJras  Radzius 


Examples  of  heraldic 
apostolic  cross/non- 
heraldic  equestrian 
figure  coins  of  King 
Jogalia 
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Seals  of  vassal  Lengvenis/Simeom  showing  him 
titled  KNIAZ  and  VELIKII  KNIAZ. 


surviving  medieval  documents  and 
artifacts. 

Thus,  KNIAZ  should  be  translated 
into  a target  language  using  a title  which 
does  not  differentiate  between  sovereign 
or  vassal.  The  confusion  began  when  King 
Vytautas,  in  introducing  a new  Latin  title 
for  the  sovereign  of  Lithuania,  chose  the 
non-specific  Church  Slavic  model  VELIKII 
KNIAZ  and  his  scribes,  who  must  not  have 
appreciated  the  difference  between 
specific  and  non-specific  titles,  erroneously 
translated  the  non-specific  KNIAZ  into  the 
specific  Latin  title  DUX.  Had  the  correct 
non-specific  Latin  title  DOMINUS  (LORD) 
or  PRINCEPS  (PRIMATE,  PRINCIPAL)  been 
used,  all  subsequent  confusion  and  agony 
for  the  Lithuanian  nation  would  have  been 
avoided.  The  fact  that  many  medieval 
dukes  were  autonomous,  e.g.  Duke 
Kestutis,  younger  brother  of  King  Algirdas, 
does  not  effect  my  contention. 

King  Vytautas  was  the  first 

Lithuanian  sovereign  to  use  the  Latin  title 
MAGNUS  DUX.  All  previous  Lithuanian 
sovereigns  titled  themselves  and  were 
titled  REX  in  Latin  language  documents 
and  seals  regardless  if  they  were  Eastern 
Rite  Christians,  had  been  rebaptised  in  the 
Western  Rite  or  did  not  claim  affiliation  to 

any  form  of  Christianity.  Further, 

concurrent  with  the  reign  of  King 

Vytautas,  King  jogalia  continued  to  use  the 
title  REX  of  Lithuania.  Even  his  son 
Ladislaus  of  Varma  used  the  title  REX  of 
Lithuania  on  his  seal.  To  have  one 
individual  sovereign  de  facto  and  another 
de  jure  was  an  option  in  medieval  Europe. 

A sovereign  is  still  a sovereign  and  a 
vassal  is  still  a vassal,  regardless  of  what 
title  is  used.  But  words  have  denotations 
and  connotations  and  we  should  be  careful 
to  choose  words  which  accurately  reflect 
reality  and  do  not  carry  nuances  which 


9. 

often  are  misinterpreted.  If  we  don't,  at 
best  we  harm  only  ourselves  - at  worst,  we 
become  laughing  stocks. 

KNIAZ  and  VELIKII  KNIAZ  should 
be  rendered  as  LORD  and  GREAT  LORD  in 
English  and  as  VIE^PATIS  and  DIDYSIS 
VIE§PATIS  in  Lithuanian,  thereby 
reflecting  not  only  greater  linguistic 
accuracy  but  also  presenting  a truer 
description  of  title  holder's  historical  status 
in  the  context  of  the  medieval  Eastern 
European  time  period. 

LETTER 

I want  to  acknowledge  the  two  copies  of 
Alexandras  Radzius’  “On  Determining  the 
Denominations  of  Medieval  Lithuanian  Coins,  Part  11” 
which  you  sent  to  the  ANAs  Dwight  N.  Manley 
Numismatic  Library. 

Thank  you  so  very  much  for  sending  these 
publications  to  us.  We  would  never  even  know  about 
many  of  the  publications  you  send  us  if  you  were’t  so 
conscientious  about  making  sure  we  have  copies. 

We  appreciate  your  continuing  support  of  the 
ANA  and  the  library.  Thank  you  again. 

Nancy  W.  Green,  Librarian,  American 
Numismatic  Association,  818  N.  Cascade  Avenue, 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279.  E-mail: 
green@money.org.  Website:  www.money.org. 

THE  KNIGHT,  Volume  27,  No.  2.  Issue  #143. 
November-December  2004.  The  official  publication  of 
the  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association.  Aleksandras 
Radzius,  Baltimore,  MD.,  DIRECTOR.  Frank  Passic, 
Albion,  Michigan,  EDITOR. 

Subscription/membership  to  Volume  27  (5  issues) 
a donation  of  $15  or  more.  Write:  Alex  Radzius, 
Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association,  P.O.  Box  22696, 
Baltimore,  MD  21203.  E-mail: 

Lithnuinis@hotmail.coni. 

EDITOR’S  ADDRESS:  Frank  Passic,  900  S. 
Eaton  St.,  Albion,  MI  49224.  E-mail: 
Albionfp@hotmail.com 

FOR  BACK  ISSUES:  Write:  Sarunas  Mingela, 
46707  Stratford  Court,  Northville,  MI  48167.  The  LNA  is 
a member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association 
C- 117903. 


U AM  /FOR  SALE  ADS 

KOK  SAl  K:  Lithuanian  banknotes: 

IViupurary  Serio 
P I.  I Centas  1922  VF  $19. 

P-2.  5 Cental  1922  Fine  $15. 

P-3  20  Centu  1933  VG-Fine  $15 
P-4  50  Centu  1922  VG-Fine  $19. 

Periuanent  Series 
P-7  1 Centas  1922  UNC  $48. 

P-8  2 Centu  1922  UNC  $55. 

P-9  5 Cenlai  1922  UNC  $59. 

P-10  10  Centu  1922  UNC  $65. 

P-11  20  Centu  1922  AU  $75. 

P-14  2 Litu  1922  XF-^  $215. 

P-18  10  Litu  1922  Fine  $145. 

P-20  100  Litu  1922  Vg  (small  piece  missing  from 
the  edge).  $149. 

Printed  in  England  series: 

P-21  500  Litu  1924  XF-AU  $495. 

P-22  1,000  Litu  VG-Fine  (nice  note!)  $349. 

P-25  100  Litu  1928  EF  $79. 

1 am  also  interested  in  purchasing  Lithuanian 
specimen  notes. 

Edmund  P.  Tutlys,  P.O.  Box  1167, 
Randolph,  MA  02368. 


For  Sale:  1936  Y-13/KM-83  1936  10  litii 
(Vytautas)  with  doubled-die  error  No.  2,  VCR#2DDO#2. 
XF  condition.  $50. 

1936  10  lit4,  Doubled-die  error  No.  4. 

VCR#4/DDR#2(3).  XF  condition.  $65. 

E-mail  me  for  a copy  of  my  price  list  of 
Lithuanian  coins  , banknotes,  tokens  and  medals.  E-mail: 
Albionfp@hotmail.com. 

Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  MI  49224. 

WANTED:  Picture  postcards  of  Lithuanian, 
Klaipeda/M emel,  Pre-1940  only.  Send  photocopies  with 
prices  to:  J.R.  Greene,  26  Bearsden  Road,  Athol,  MA 
01331. 


Lithuanian  Coin  Set 
2000.  Lietuvos 
moneto  rinkinys 
5, 2,  and  1 litas; 
50.  20,  and  10  cento 
only  S25 


2003  Coin  Set  $30. 


Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture 
GIFT  SHOP,  65(K)  S.  Pulaski  Road,  Chicago,  11. 
60629.  (773)  582-6500. 

E-mail:  giftshop@lithuanianmuseum.()rg. 


Lithuanian 
Desk  Flag 
1 1 ’5”  high 
$8.50 


Lithuanian 
and  American 
flags  in  one 
holder  avail- 
able for 
$12.50 


Frame  for 
Automobile  Plates 

Plastic;  white;  with  in- 
scription “Lithuania” 
and  country  code  LT. 

$7.50 


I Big  3’  X 5’ 

I Lithuanian  flags 
I available  for  $35 


Lithuanian  Automo- 
bile Plates 

Plastic;  in  colors  of  the 
Lithuanian  flag;  with 
Lithuanian  emblem 
Vytis  and  inscription 
“Lithuania".  $10 


Automobile  Bumper 
Sticker  (left) 

In  colors  of  the 
Lithuanian  flag;  with 
Lithuanian  emblem 
Vytis  and  inscription 
"Lithuania”.!  1/2”  x 3" 
$5.50 


Bookmarks 

Lithuanian  “mini  sashes”.  Made 
in  Lithuania  by  artist  weavers. 
Come  in  various  colors  and  pat- 
terns. $8  - $12 


IITHUANIA 


Automobile  Bumper  Sticker  (below) 
White  background,  black  letters  "LT”.  4" 
X 2.5”.  $4 


Lithuanian 
Traditional  Foods 

Recipes  of  the  most  popular 
Lithuanian  meals  for  festive 
occasions,  and  for  everyday. 
Also,  descriptions  of  major 
Lithuanian  holidays  customs 
and  traditions.  In  English, 
published  in  Lithuania. 

109  pages,  with  color 
phobgaphs. 

$25.50 

Treasures  of  Lithuanian 
Cooking 

Favorite  Lithuanian  recipes 
selected  with  the  younger  or  non- 
Lithuanian  speaking  cook  in  mind. 

Written  for  those,  who  may  not 
remember  all  the  Lithuanian 
grammar  rules  but  will  remember 
the  meals  that  “Mociute"  (Grand- 
mother) made.  In  English. 

144  pages. 

$22.50 


Mention  you  saw  this  ad  in  The  Knight. 


